Reference: RM-8626 


Undersigned Amateur Radio Operators 
c/o Yuma, Arizona Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 5082 
Yuma, AZ 85366 
April 7, 1995 


RECEIVED 


Secretary, Federal Communication, Commission APR 1 4 1995 


Washington, DC 20554 
yoker FUE UP ORIGINAL "OC MEL ROOM 


Gentlemen: 


The undersigned Amateur Radio operators wish to express opposition to the changes proposed in RM-8626, 
which deal with banning on the air code practice and official bulletins transmitted by W1AW and others. 


The official bulletins and code practice put out by W1AW and others provide an invaluable service to the 
Amateur Radio population and to those striving to become Amateur Radio operators. On-the-air code 
practice has a definite advantage over taped code practice because the W1 AW text is constantly changing, 
whereas the tapes quickly become stale from repeated practice 


Computer generated code practice, while useful in the short term for passing examinations, is a much more 
sterile environment than on-the-air practice, and is almost universally regarded as drudgery. It is generally 
used merely to overcome the obstacle of an examination, rather than to develop a true continuing 
proficiency with the code. Also, in the segment of the population attempting to enhance their code skills, 
relatively few have access to computers, compared to those who have access to radios capable of receiving 
on-the-air practice. 


The petitioner in RM-8626 also claims that official bulletin information is readily available on computer 
networks, and is no longer required over the air. Once again, it must be realized that an extremely small 
segment of the amateur radio population has access to a networked computer, compared to those having 
receivers capable of receiving over-the-air official bulletins. It is entirely reasonable that the best way to 
disseminate information to Radio Amateurs is via Amateur Radio. 


The petitioner claims that there is a high level of anger and resentment, which have reached crisis 
proportions, caused by these on-the-air broadcasts. We do not share this sentiment and do not find it 
representative of the general amateur population. Noted instances of deliberate interference to these 
broadcasts have been minimal. 


We urge you to reject petition RM-8626. The benefits of continuing the broadcasts far outweigh the minimal 


occasional inconveniences to other users of the Amateur Radio frequencies. Thank you for your 
consideration. 


Sincerely, 
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